
 The Pilgrims made seven times more graves than huts. 

No Americans have been more impoverished than these who, 

nevertheless, set aside a day of thanksgiving.  

       ~H.U. Westermayer  

Dear Members of Our Middle School Family,  

As autumn’s weather chills the air and the leaves transform our daily 

landscape, the American tradition of Thanksgiving starts our holiday 

season.  I recall at the start of every Thanksgiving meal how my father 

would express his gratitude for living in a land of liberty where we 

could enjoy such a feast. We knew that all across America that families 

were sharing the prayer on Thanksgiving Day for our nation to always be 

safe and a land of plenty.    

As E. P. Powel wrote, “Thanksgiving Day is a jewel, to set in the hearts 

of honest men; but be careful that you do not take the day, and leave out 

the gratitude.” I would argue that the same is true of the Holiday Season.  

This season is a time for reflection on the bounty we have been given 

and to take time to be grateful and to focus on family.  

From our Garden City Middle School Family to your family, please 

accept our warmest wishes for health and happiness at the start of the 

holiday season. We hope you have a wonderful holiday season filled with 

much peace.   

With warmest regards,  

Dr. Peter Osroff 

Principal  T
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W e l c o m e !   
Dr. Fasano 

Dear Members of the Middle School Community,  

 As the new assistant principal at Garden City Middle School, I have had the 

pleasure of being welcomed to this great school community.  During my first weeks 

in the district, I have experienced a close working relationship with the entire staff 

and a shared focus on the academic and social growth of our students.   

 Before coming to Garden City, my entire professional career was in the Bell-

more-Merrick Central High School District.  I held the position of mathematics 

teacher and taught students in grades seven through twelve.  In addition to my 

teaching responsibilities, I was an athletic coach, academic club supervisor, and 

member of various district committees.  I enjoyed my time working collegially with 

teachers, administrators, students, and parents in the Bellmore-Merrick School Dis-

trict. I look forward to doing the same in 

Garden City. 

 It is my desire to assist our middle 

school students in acquiring the skills        

necessary to become productive citizens in 

our vastly changing society.  I look forward 

to working with our dedicated staff and 

community to help provide the best                 

educational experience for our students. 

Fondly, 

Daniel D. Fasano Ed.D 

Assistant Principal  



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

DECEMBER 
 

December 1-4 

Book Fair 

Library 
 

December 7 

Hanukkah 
 

December 10 

Winter Concert  

7 PM @HS 

 

December 11 

Quarter 2 

Progress Reports 

 

December  14 

Board of Education Mtg. 

8:15 PM Hemlock School 
 

December 17 

Winter Concert 

7 PM @HS 

 

December 21 

Winter concert  

7 PM @MS 
 

December 24-January 1 

Holiday Recess 

No School 

 

Maria Cafaro, Editor 

ILLEGAL ABSENCES 

 Please do NOT request your child’s work from teachers prior to an illegal ab-

sence.  Upon his or her return to school, it is the student’s responsibility to gather assignments 

from the teacher and to make up assignments.  In addition,  students who miss a classroom assess-

ment due to an illegal absence will not be permitted to make up the test.   

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL  

 For safety reasons, car entry onto school grounds will only be through the Stewart Ave-

nue entrance. After the dismissal of buses, cars may pull up to the sidewalk of the Middle School  

Library/Cafeteria entrance for the pick-up of students.  Also, parents must refrain from  parking 

and/or standing on both sides of the Flag Pole Circle during arrival and dismissal times in order for 

traffic to flow consistently. Parents must remain in their cars. In addition, please be aware 

that only right turns are permitted from the front entrance circle of the school.  

Making a left turn from this exit is not only dangerous but illegal. We appreciate your 

cooperation in keeping our children safe! 

ATTENDANCE/ABSENCES  

 Students will be assigned to lunch detention (20 minutes) upon 

their third unexcused lateness to school within a marking quarter. Deten-

tion will be served the same day as the third lateness to school. Please 

make every effort to arrive to school on time. Remember, lateness to 

school disrupts your child’s education and the education of other children. 

 The telephone number to report absences and lateness is 478-

3009. You can reach the number at any time; the machine is always on. Education Law permits an 

excused absence or tardiness for the following reasons only: sickness or death in family, impassable 

roads or weather, religious observance, school-supervised trips, and required presence in court. 

Absence or tardiness for any other reason is considered unexcused. Parents are requested to advise 

the school of a child’s absence or lateness by telephoning the school before 9:00 a.m. The school 

will telephone the homes of any unreported absences after 9:00 a.m. When picking up your child 

early from school, please sign him or her out from the attendance office which is located next to 

the nurse’s office.  

AFTER SCHOOL BUILDING ACCESS 

 Please be advised that the school building’s doors will remain locked after dismissal. 

Parents should enter the school through the front (flag pole) door until 4 p.m. Press the 

doorbell to gain access. The school secretary will allow parent entry until 4 p.m. For the 

safety of children and staff, visitors cannot walk around the building unaccompa-

nied. A parent who has an urgent need to enter the building after 4 p.m. should go to the 

rear gym rotunda entrance.  However, we cannot guarantee a hall monitor will be readily 

available after 4 p.m. to escort a parent through the building. Therefore, please do NOT 

anticipate ready access into the building after 4 p.m. 



The  mus ic  department  

  

The Music Box Players Proudly Present… 
Grease - School Version 

March 11 and 12, 2016 
 

     Kristen Aguilo—Director & Producer 

     Nancy Menges—Vocal Director 

     John Paul Camilleri — Technical Director 

    Kimberly Greenwald—Backstage & Lighting Supervisor 

 Step back in time - to 1959 - a world of pink ladies and T-birds! Grease: School Version features the im-

mortal songs and fun-loving spirit that make this show a favorite among rock and roll fans of all ages.   

 The show has been cast and musical rehearsals will  begin on November 30.  Rehearsals run from De-

cember through March.  Any student interested in Stage Crew should attend the mandatory meeting in early 

January.  See Ms. Greenwald for more information.  Congratulations to all students who auditioned for the 

musical.  Grease is the word!  

Thursday, December 10, 2015 
7 PM 

High School 

Band 6,7,8 

Late Night Jazz 

Thursday, December 17, 2015  
7 PM 

High School 

                              

Chorus 6,7,8 

 

Monday, December 21, 2015 
7PM 

Middle School 

Orchestra 6,7,8 

Guitar Ensemble 

Morning Jazz Band 

THE SOUNDS OF THE SEASON  

 The music department is ringing with the sounds of ensembles rehearsing for the holiday concerts.  Each 

week in December features a different performing group in concert.  The band program, directed by Ms. Martha 

Boonshaft and Ms. Jennifer Iovino, kicks off the holiday season with a performance at Garden City High School on 

Thursday, December 10, at 7:00 p.m.  Bands 6, 7, 8 and Late Night Jazz will perform; the show promises to be a 

rousing success. The chorus program, directed by Ms. Nancy Menges and Ms. Amanda Conte, takes the High 

School stage on Thursday, December 17, at 7:00 p.m.  All are welcome to attend, listen, and even sing along as 

Chorus 6, 7, 8, and Festival Chorus sing the songs of the season.   On Monday, December 21, the performance season culminates 

with the orchestra.  Under the direction of Ms. Margaret Gullotta, the orchestras are truly spectacular.  This concert also begins at 

7:00 p.m. and includes a  performance by the Guitar Ensemble and Morning Jazz Band. Please note that the venue changes to the 

Middle School.  We look forward to celebrating the season with you! 



The  math department  

   SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS TO RAISE MONEY FOR ST. JUDE 

        In the upcoming weeks the sixth grade students will be participating in the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital® 

Math-A-Thon.  This program raises money to help kids battling cancer and other deadly diseases.  

        Since its inception more than thirty years ago, Math-A-Thon has become one of America’s largest education-based 

fundraisers. More than 10,000 schools across the country participate in the program every year.  Math-A-Thon is also one 

of the most successful fundraising campaigns for St. Jude.  Students have raised nearly $400 million since its inception. 

Throughout the past decade, the sixth graders of Garden City have raised and donated to St. Jude over $421,000, ranking 

the school as one of the elite fundraising schools in the country.  Last year’s sixth graders raised $71,725.46.  This was the 

second highest amount raised by any school in the country. 

        Math-A-Thon allows students to build and practice essential math skills while they raise funds for kids battling cancer 

at St. Jude. The program works in the following way: The sixth grade math teachers,  Mrs. Drogin, Mr. Hakes, Mrs. Nar-

done, and Mrs. Orrego serve as volunteer coordinators for Math-A-Thon. Participating students solve math problems in a 

printed book. Students ask family and friends for donations in support of their participation in the Math-A-Thon. All dona-

tions are sent to St. Jude, where no child is ever turned away because of the family’s inability to pay. 

        St. Jude has teamed up with Scholastic Inc. to make Math-A-Thon a more valuable resource for teachers as they pre-

pare students for standardized testing. These activities support National Standards and are aligned with the National Council 

of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) focal points for each grade level. 

MATH OLYMPIADS  

 On Tuesday, November 17, 2015, sixth grade Math Olympians competed in their first meet of the year.  This 
is the seventeenth year we entered two teams of 35 students each. Our school score for this meet (total of the top 10) was 46 out 
of a possible 50.  We tied last year’s Meet 1 results!  That’s a fantastic start!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all Math Olympians! 
The next meet is Tuesday, December 16, 2015. 

Six students had perfect scores: 

 

Twelve students had 4 correct: 

 

Elizabeth Crowley, Nicole Fedor,  

Elizabeth Ferencik, Jason Li, Aidan Wu,  

and Jenny Zheng 

Ryan Buccelato, Matthew Caputo,                              

Austin Crouchley, Lauren Davidson,                    

Ashley Gerasimovich, Ryan Glenn, Emily Iudica, 

Alyssa Jeffrey, Alison Martin, William Peters, Mia 

Takvor, and Mark Vitels 



                                                                                JOB INTERVIEWS 

 Job interviews were held in Mrs. Beovich's Home and Careers classes as the culminating activity of the Careers Unit. Stu-

dents were interviewed by parents, teachers and counselors for entry level positions in stores, restaurants, golf clubs, etc. Students 

were dressed professionally, shook hands with the interviewers, and answered questions. It was a wonderful learning experience for 

all the students. Thanks to all the adults who helped make it possible!  

 

 

 

 

  

Mr. Murphy interviews LiamWestfield. 

Mr. Lawlor interviews Gabriel Tomasic.    

          Mrs. Biondi's Art Corner 
 The Fine Arts Departments would like to thank all the artists that contributed to this year's PTA Reflections Contest: "Let 
Your Imagination Fly.” Students in Mrs. Biondi's seventh grade art class worked hard on their visual arts entries. We are so proud of 
all their creativity and enthusiasm!  
 
Artist Tip Of The Month: Colored Pencil 
              

Colored pencil: The most basic colored pencil stroke is simple side-to-side shading. 
 
Practice keeping the marks straight, gently adjust the direction you are moving the pen-
cil. Many beginners accidentally curve their lines or press too hard, so that the surface 
they are shading does not look soft and flat. 
 
The answer lies in the amount of pressure that you apply to the pencil as you shade. You 
should control the amount of color you apply and when blending lighten up on the colors 
and overlap the colors to create a third color. 

 

"If you hear a voice within you say 'you cannot paint,' then by all means paint, and that voice will be silenced." 

                                                                                              ~Vincent Van Gogh  

THE NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY 

 The National Junior Honor Society is pleased to welcome its newest inductees for the 2015-2016 school year.  We are look-

ing forward to another fantastic year of fundraising for some very worthwhile causes.  Members of the National Junior Honor Society 

are encouraged to attend meetings to share their thoughts and ideas for fundraising. We would also like to wish everyone a Happy 

Thanksgiving from the Garden City Chapter of the National Junior Honor Society.   

I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

Cream Cheese Filled Pumpkin Bread 

 

Ingredients: 

For the Bread 

 1 large egg 

 1 cup pumpkin puree 

 1/2 cup light brown sugar, packed 

 1/4 cup granulated sugar 

 1/4 cup liquid-state coconut oil (canola or vegetable may be 

substituted) 

 1/4 cup sour cream (lite is okay; or Greek yogurt may be 

substituted) 

 2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

 2 teaspoons cinnamon 

 1 teaspoon pumpkin pie spice 

 1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

 1 cup all-purpose flour 

 1/2  teaspoon baking powder 

 1/2  teaspoon baking soda 

 pinch salt, optional and to taste 

 

For the Cream Cheese Filling 

 1 large egg 

 4 ounces softened brick-style cream cheese (lite is okay) 

 1/4 cup granulated sugar 

 3 tablespoons all-purpose flour 

 

 

Directions: 

 1. Preheat oven to 350F. Spray one 9x5-inch loaf pan with 
floured cooking spray, or grease and flour the pan;  
    Set aside 
 2. Bread - In a large bowl, add the first ten ingredients, through 
ground nutmeg, and whisk to combine. 
3.  Add the flour, baking powder, baking soda, optional salt, and 
fold with spatula or stir gently with a spoon until  
     just combined; don't over mix; set aside. 
 4.  Turn about two-thirds of the batter out into the prepared 
pan, smoothing the top lightly with a spatula and  
      pushing it into corners and sides as necessary; set aside. 
5.  Cream Cheese Filling - In a large bowl, add all ingredients and 
whisk to combine. Alternatively, mix with a handmixer    
6.  Evenly pour filling mixture over the bread, smoothing the top 
lightly with a spatula and pushing it into corners and sides as nec-
essary. 
 7.  Top filling with remaining pumpkin batter, smoothing the 
top very lightly with a spatula as to not disturb cream cheese lay-
er and pushing batter into corners and sides as necessary. 
8.  Bake for about 45-48 minutes or until the top is domed, gold-
en, and the center is set, and a toothpick inserted in the center 
comes out clean, or with a few moist crumbs, but no batter. 
Note this is tricky because the cream cheese never gets totally 
solid so the toothpick test isn't the most accurate.  
 
Tip - Tent the pan with a sheet of foil draped over it at the 35 
minute-mark if you feel the tops and sides will become too 
browned before center cooks through. Baking times will vary 
based on moisture content of pumpkin, cream cheese, climate, 
and oven variances. Bake until done; watch your bread, not the 
clock. 
 

    Allow bread to cool in pan for about 15 minutes before turning 
out on a wire rack to cool completely before slicing and serving. 
 

Yield: one 9x5-inch loaf, about 10 slices Prep Time: 10 minutes 
Cook Time: about 48 minutes Total Time: about 75 minutes 
://www.averiecooks.com/2014/08/cream-cheese-filled-pumpkin-
bread.html 

 
 

 

http://www.averiecooks.com/2014/08/cream-cheese-filled-pumpkin-bread.html
http://www.averiecooks.com/2014/08/cream-cheese-filled-pumpkin-bread.html
http://www.averiecooks.com/2014/08/cream-cheese-filled-pumpkin-bread.html


 The Garden City Middle School Library 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

Garden City Middle School Book Fair 

November 30 - December 4 

All students will visit the fair with their ELA classes at scheduled times.   

Students may purchase books using cash or check made out to Garden City Middle School. 

Below is a sample of the hundreds of titles that will be available at the fair. 

    

The Zodiac Legacy Book 
One:                    

Convergence 
 

A school trip goes horribly 
wrong when 12 magical 
powers are unleashed on 

the world. 

Grounded:  The            
Adventures of                    

Rapunzel 
 

Forget everything you 
thought you knew about 
Rapunzel.  This one is a 

mind-bender. 

Public School  
Superhero 

 
 

Will peer pressure force 
Kenny to make the worst 

choice of his life? 

Sunny Side Up 
 
 
 

If you like Smile and Sisters, 
you’ll love Sunny Side Up! 

Visit the GCMS Book Fair Online Store 

This year, books may also be purchased through the GCMS Book Fair Online Store.  GCMS will receive credit for all    

purchases made using the online store through December 4th. 

Books may be purchased online by visiting the GCMS Book Fair website located at http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/

homepage/gcmiddle 

The online store closes on December 4th.  New York State sales tax will be added to all purchases made  
using the GCMS Book Fair Online Store. 

 
Books purchased through the online store will be delivered to GCMS and distributed  

to students by December 21st. 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/convergence-stan-lee/1121370389?ean=9781484752531
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/grounded-megan-morrison/1121934867?ean=9780545638265
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/public-school-superhero-james-patterson/1119921238?ean=9780316342315
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/sunny-side-up-jennifer-l-holm/1121103272?ean=9780545741668
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/gcmiddle
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/gcmiddle

